260                   NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR

A.   6.   My five months in Noakhali have only confirmed mv
previous experience that non-violence can solve all our ills.
Harijan, 8-64947

159
HOPING AGAINST HOPE
Gandhiji in his written prayer message said in part:
"-There is an additional reason why no vital change in the
shape of Hindustan is possible in the present state of the country.
There is the joint statement issued by the Qaid~e-Azam and me.
It enunciates a sound principle that there should be no violence
employed in the pursuit of political aims.   If in the teeth of that
document, the country continues the mad career of violence of
the worst kind and if the British Power is weak enough to sub-
mit to it in the vain hope that after the mad thirst is quenched
things will run smooth, it would have left a bloody legacy for
which not only India but the whole world will blame her.   We
will then have learnt the cruel lesson that everything was to be
got if mad violence was perpetrated in sufficient measure.   T
would, therefore, urge every patriot and certainly the British
Power to face out the worst violence and leave India, as it can
be left under the Cabinet Mission document of 16th May of the
last year.   Today in the presence of the British Power we are
only demoralized by the orgy of blood, arson and worse.   After
it is withdrawn, let me hope, we shall have the wisdom to think
coherently and keep India one or split it into two or more parts.
But if we are bent even then on fighting, I am sure we will not
be so demoralized as we are today, though admittedly all vio-
lence carries with it sbine amount of demoralization.   I shall
hope against,hope that India free will not give the world an addi-
tional object lesson in violence with which it is already sick al-
/ most unto death."
Harijan, 8-6-1947-